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Background Summary: 

Rising global material- and energy needs remain a major challenge, with cities and regions 

being central players in making energy more secure, clean and sustainable. To transform 

from a linear to a circular economy there is a growing need to take advantage of renewable 

resources, including energy.  The conference will address the following key issues: 

 How can we ensure that global energy goals, including the 2015 Paris Agreement and 

the UN Sustainable Development Goals will be reached? 

 What is the potential of the circularity of local renewables? 

 What transformation is needed in cities for shifting to a circular economy? And how 

will circular economy shape transformation? 

 How can we manage the transformation from a linear to a circular economy? 

 What investments are needed and what are the financing options? 

 How can relevant stakeholders, such as citizens, public authorities and the private 

sector be engaged in the urban transformation? 

 What social implications does the transformation to a circular economy have?  

Programme Overview 

Wednesday, 24.10 2018 Thursday, 25.10 2018 Friday, 26.10 2018     

12.00 - 13.00 Registration 9.00 - 9.30 Welcome Coffee 8.45 - 9.15 Welcome Coffee 

13.00 - 13.20 Welcome  9.30 - 11.00 Plenary 2  9.15 - 11.00 Plenary 3 

13.20 - 14.30 Plenary 1  11.00 - 11.30 Break 11.00 - 11.30 Break  

 

15.30 - 18.00 Study Tours in 
Basel  

11.30 - 13.00 Workshops Round 1 11.30 - 12.30 Plenary 4 

 

18.30 - 21.00 Welcome 
Reception in the 
City of Basel 

13.00 - 14.30 Lunch 

 

12.30 - 13.00 Plenary 5  

  14.30 - 16.00 Workshops Round 2 13.00 - 14.30 Farewell Lunch   

  16.00 - 18.30 Study Visits in 
Freiburg 

  

  19.30 Welcome Reception 
in the City of 
Freiburg 
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Wednesday, 24.10.2018 

12.00 - 13.00 Registration and Lunch (Historisches Kaufhaus, Freiburg)  

13:00 - 13.20  Welcome  

 Martin Horn, Lord Mayor of the City of Freiburg 

 Wolfgang Teubner, ICLEI Regional Director for Europe 

13.20 - 14.30  Plenary 1 - Renewable Energy: a driver for circular economy  

While renewable energy has been a major topic on the global environmental agenda for decades, 

circular economy, although in principle not new, is an emerging concept that aims at keeping 

products and materials at their maximum utility for as long as possible. This not only means 

reducing input of virgin materials and decreasing associated environmental pressures, but also 

maintaining if not broadening nature-based services. Local energy use and circular economy are 

intertwined in the sense that the energy use of materials will sustain the highly complex and 

increased up- and recycling processes. For the circular economy to keep its key promises of 

carrying environmental and societal benefits, a decarbonisation of the energy system through 

local renewables is crucial.  

The plenary will reflect on questions such as:  

 What role does renewable energy play in a circular economy?  

 What are major practical challenges of implementing circular strategies in cities and regions? 

 What are the lessons learnt from pilot activities and relevant EU funded projects that work 

towards a circular economy? 

 How do these insights potentially affect the EU circular economy package?  

Speakers 

 Dr. Anna Petit Boix, Postdoctoral Researcher, Chair of Societal Transition and Circular 

Economy, Circulus Project 

 Matthias Nabholz, Director of the Office for Environment and Energy  of the City of Basel 

 Dr. Sébastien Vanneste, Business Developer, Central CLC Innovation Hub of EIT RawMaterials 

 Catarina Freitas, Head of Department for Environment, Climate, Energy and Mobility City 

Council of Almada 

15.30 - 18.00  Study Visit Basel  

Visit to the sustainable urban development area Erlenmatt: One of the last construction 

land reserves in the densely populated area of Basel, a former freight yard is being turned 

into a sustainable and energy-efficient community. Erlenmatt West is the first area to be 

realised according to the standards of the 2000 Watt Society of Switzerland.  

18.30 - 21.00  Welcome Reception in the City of Basel (Restaurant Bahnkantine) 
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Thursday, 25.10.2018 

9.00 - 9.30  Welcome Coffee and Registration for latecomers 

9.30 - 11.00  Plenary 2 - Sector integration as a requirement for a circular economy - how 

does it work? 

Advancing the circular economy without considering the energy mix and its consumption levels, 

will not bring about the expected environmental net benefits and vice versa. In an urban context, 

this entails challenges and opportunities for sectors such as mobility, housing, nutrition, digital 

infrastructure, but also more generally, for related technology development, urban land use 

management, environmental justice and social cohesion.  

Integrating different sectors with high energy consumption carries a lot of advantages. For 

instance, excess electricity production from wind turbines or solar panels can be used to produce 

H2 fuel cells powering mobility in cities; thermal storages from excess heat production can feed 

into open heating systems and power other applications. In order to fully capitalize on these 

developments, providers and consumers need to be spatially integrated to form synergies rather 

than being organized based on municipal jurisdictions.   

The plenary will reflect on questions such as:  

 What are the challenges faced with increased sector integration? 

 What is the technological state-of-the-art (and beyond)? 

 What are the institutional and administrative framework conditions? And how would these 

need to be shaped to favour such integration? 

Speakers 

 Dr. Anna Braune, Director Research and Development, German Sustainable Building Council 

 Mario Kliesch, Asset Management, Quality and Standardization, Westnetz GmbH 

 Raffaella Gueze, Manager of the Sustainability, Environment and Energy Department, 

Municipality of Bologna 

11.00 - 11.30  Break 

11.30 - 13.00  Breakout Sessions Round 1 

      A1.  Local and regional level cooperation: adding value to the energy transition 

The challenges posed by climate change cut across sectors and levels of government: from 

transnational to regional and local. Cities and regions must work together if they are to 

develop effective strategies to address energy transition within the scope of circular 

economy. This session introduces transferable best practices and scalable approaches on 

how cities and regions can together develop policies and actions to address the shift toward 

more sustainable energy systems and foster a better quality of life for their communities. 

 



Local Renewables Conference 2018  

 Urban transformation to a Circular Economy  

   24-26 October 2018, Freiburg (DE) and Basel (CH) 
 

 

B1.   CapaCITIES: A pathway towards low carbon & circular economy  

The session will focus on low carbon and renewable energy initiatives being undertaken in 

cities in Asia and Europe, with support from the Swiss Agency for Development and 

Cooperation (SDC). The cities will present initiatives aiming to address increasing energy 

demands on one hand and the need to make energy clean and sustainable on the other, 

helping to create energy secure cities as well as low carbon pathways. Three Indian cities 

cases will be discussed, reaching from the use of solar PV systems for common utilities to 

charging stations for e-rickshaws to waste management. The session will also feature a 

presentation by South Pole Group on the design of bankable projects and accessing financial 

mechanisms to implement them. 

13.00 - 14.30  Lunch 

14.30 - 16.00  Breakout Sessions Round 2 

A2.   THERMOS Inspire: Circular Heating and Cooling 

Half of the EU’s energy consumption comes from heating and cooling in buildings and 

industry with significant impact on emission rates and public and private budgets. Cities 

increasingly recognize the need to address this challenge by moving to a more circular energy 

generation and consumption model. The session will focus on key challenges for local 

authorities when moving to a circular energy. THERMOS pilot cities of Granollers and 

Islington, will present their successful initiatives on industrial waste heat/cold recovery and 

reusing subway underground heat.  The session will introduce the THERMOS project and 

open-source thermal energy planning software that identifies viable heat networks on 

address level and to efficiently plan for the upgrading, refurbishment and expansion of 

existing heating and cooling network systems. 

B2.   The waste water utility of the future: A key player of the circular city? 

An event of INCOVER (Innovative Eco-Technologies for Resource Recovery from 

Wastewater).  

 

In this session researchers from the INCOVER project will present their work on innovative 

technologies for recovering a variety of resources from wastewater. These are, amongst 

others: recycled water, organic acids, bio-fertilisers, and bio-methane. A panel of municipal 

representatives and other experts from the public waste water sector will then be asked to 

provide their opinion on the feasibility of the presented technologies and the usefulness of 

the products within a circular city context. 

16.00 - 18.30  Study Visit Freiburg 

 Option 1. Green Industry Park: Climate protection and energy efficiency in Freiburg’s 

largest industrial area.  

As part of the “Green Industry Park Freiburg” initiative – GIP for short – Freiburg’s oldest and 

largest industrial area is being developed into an advanced, sustainable, energy- and 

resource-efficient industrial space to serve as a model for the entire country since 2014. 
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  Option 2. Former Landfill Eichelbuck: From waste mountain to energy mountain.  

The City of Freiburg and the administrative district of Breisgau-Hochschwarzwald have 

delivered about 6,5mil tons of non-recyclable waste to the Eichelbuck landfill between 1972 

and 2005. Now, transformed into an energy maintain it provides heating and power to 

households, and hosts Freiburg’s largest  photovoltaic system. 

 

 Option 3. THERMOS study visit to ‘Gutleutmatten’. 

 Visit to one of Freiburg’s most important urban development projects: ‘Gutleutmatten’. The 

quarter is to provide homes and infrastructure, including heating and cooling, for 1200-1300 

citizens including kindergartens and other community institutions on inner Freiburg’s largest 

remaining free development area. 

19.30   Welcome Reception in the City of Freiburg  

(Neues Rathaus, Historischer Ratssaal) 
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Friday, 26.10.2018     

8.45 - 9.15  Welcome Coffee   

9.15 - 11.00  Plenary 3 - Transforming to circular cities – how to finance it? 

Besides the use of new, more participatory tools such as crowd financing and energy 

performance contracting with multiple shareholders, an equally important question is how to use 

established European and national financing instruments to create local and regional circular 

economy loops in different and across sectors. This plenary discusses challenges and 

opportunities of societal and urban transformation and related financing models and identifies 

good practices.  

The plenary will reflect on questions such as:  

 How can established financing instruments be used to foster a circular economy? 

 Which new financing models seem promising and under which framework conditions? 

 How can civil society be involved? 

Speakers 

 Dr. Luise Noring, Research Director of Sustainable Urbanisation Team, Copenhagen Business 

School 

 Peter Hirsch, Analyst for Energy Efficiency and Climate Change, European Bank for 

Reconstruction and Development  

 Tom Jess, Senior Researcher, E3G London 

 Rohit Sen, Strategic Cooperation and Business Development Manager, bettervest GmbH 

 Mario Lionetti, Project Adviser, Executive Agency for Small and Medium-sized Enterprises 

(EASME), Unit B3 LIFE & CIP eco-Innovation 

11.00 - 11.30  Break  

11.30 - 12.30  Plenary 4 - Local contributions to national, European and global circular 

economy goals – what strategies to apply? 

Summary: 

Cities and other sub-national governments are key in executing nationally set targets and 

contributing to internationally determined goals. They are closest to the management of 

decentralised energy production, promotion of the right investment climate – thus, heavily 

directly and indirectly influencing material and energy intensity - and in coupling energy and 

climate policies with measures and concepts, which evidently connects cities circular economy 

strategies with their commitment to ambitious climate action. This plenary discusses how cities 

could avoid trade-offs between their circular economy and their locally determined contributions 

or even raise their ambition bars in energy and GHG savings through ambitious and well-

designed circular economy projects.  
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The plenary will reflect on questions such as:  

 What conflicts or benefits could appear for cities’ in their locally determined contributions 

when embarking on circular economy? 

 How can local governments contribute more effectively to achieving national and 

international circular economy targets whilst performing on ambitious climate and energy 

targets - and what role do local renewables play? 

 What are current (national) barriers to capitalizing more effectively on the innovation 

outcomes generated by local and regional circular economy strategies for ambitious climate 

action? 

 What are the barriers in policy making on both the national and local level that hinder 

increased consideration of local circular economy activities into national climate plans? 

 How can the climate benefits of integration be monitored and evaluated in order to attract 

and justify investments in circular economy projects? 

Speakers 

 Catherine Trautmann, President of the Port of Strasbourg, Vice President of the 

Eurometropole de Strasbourg 

 Elina Rantanen, Chair of the City Council, City of Turku 

 Cllr. Andrew Cooper, Kirklees Council, Member of the European Committee of the Regions  

12.30 - 13.00  Plenary 5 - Summary and outlook   

13.00 - 14.30  Farewell Lunch   
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Contact us! 

ICLEI- Local Govenments for Sustainability 

European Secretariat 

E-mail: lr2018@iclei.org 

Tel.: +49 (0)761-368920 
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